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Dear Clay, 


The kind of problem 1 knew was possible for either iil or me has her in the 
hospital and as of last evening, doing well. She fell on Thfcsday and broke a hip. 
It could be and was packed, not replaced, and I was flabbergaster t© see a young 
woman physical tlierapist actually h get her to standing, rf nor really 49 erectly/ 

and then lied her sitting for a wliilo, nobody with her but me. He attitide as of 

now is excellent and ^ hope the siege ahead does noti Change that. 

It is why I can't go into tho^ detail I'd liko in response to your letter 

postmarked the 14th, here yesterday. But above all, do not make any other effort 
with Uallen. Vflxen you are here, wliich I’n sure Lil looks forward to a3 I do (I 
did not get the mail until after my second visit to thd hospital) I can ^ive 
you any detail you may want. There is one tiling I do point out, tooni however, and 
tliat is liis objections, wliich, depending on the possible publisher might or might 
not be objected to, can be eliminated in editing and he knows that ver£ well. 

lie is not a publisher, b^ the way. u e is a lawyer specializing in pub- 
lisliing and when $ Hast x knew he represented tl Te distributor for many small 
publishers. He could liave told me wliich of them might hr} mor« inclined to go 
for something like than, witliiiut sending it ^L^kt there liimself, and he didn t. 

Pve heard nothing from Seven Stories. 

The CIMIOM busines, which I know notlrLng at all about, seems fine and I do 
appreciate it. However, each, should liave a notice at the beginning that it is 
one of a series of unedited rough drafts pre pared as a record for history and 
before any of it is used it should ^e checked. 

I'll bo glad to liave the suggestions you will make re V/aketh but please do 
tity, liard as it may be, to underfitahd tiiat while I liave something to get oV 
paper Ibr the future, this is priority. I'll be clsd to read th suggestions and 
to file^^jS with the manuscripts originals, Iijclunding tlf'real stupidity of 
conofusing Stevenson with Carroll, wlilc^I t^ink lias been dded. 

On If alee th, there are two epilogues. I urge jrou not to omit the second. 

My Ifew Zealand friend moved and I do not have his tfew address. His silence 
tulls me all 1 need to know besides the fact tliat he abandoned the project be- 
fore getting any of it on pape>. 

MeKnight is a painstakingly carefulf writer. And a fine one. 


Thanks and best 



